
Sockets are not allowed to be installed in
the distribution box 

Article Overview

Sockets are not universally prohibited in distribution boxes, but their use is restricted and must comply with

specific standards and environmental considerations.

Regulatory Context

The belief that sockets cannot be used in distribution boards on construction sites is a myth. Distribution

boards fitted with plug-and-socket connectors can be used if they meet the requirements of BS EN 61439-4 for

assemblies intended for construction sites and if the connectors comply with BS EN 60309-2 standards for

industrial plugs and sockets . The key consideration is that the equipment must be suitable for the

environmental conditions, including exposure to impact, abrasion, moisture, and movement of structures or

vehicles .

Standards and Compliance

o BS 7671 (Requirements for Electrical Installations) requires designers to consider environmental conditions

and select equipment accordingly (Regulations 132.5.1 and 133.3), .

o BS EN 61439-1 specifies general requirements for low-voltage switchgear and controlgear assemblies, while

Part 4 (BS EN 61439-4) covers assemblies for construction sites .

o BS 7375 provides a code of practice for electricity distribution on construction and demolition sites .

o Plugs and socket-outlets with rated currents from 16 A up to 125 A must comply with BS EN 60309-2, and

higher-rated connectors (125 A-800 A) must comply with BS EN 60309-1 .

Practical Considerations

Sockets in distribution boards are often used for mobile equipment, extension leads, or temporary power

distribution. They are acceptable if:

o The board is preassembled and tested for reuse on-site.

o Connections are made using industrial-grade connectors suitable for the expected load and environmental

conditions.

o The installation considers risk of damage, wear, and ingress of liquids or solids . For socket-outlets rated up

to 32 A, additional protection by a 30 mA RCD is required in locations accessible to ordinary persons or

children, unless a documented risk assessment justifies otherwise . Sockets rated above 32 A are not subject to

this RCD requirement.

Summary
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While standard domestic-style sockets are generally not recommended in construction site distribution boards

due to durability and safety concerns, industrial sockets are permitted if the distribution board complies with

relevant standards and environmental requirements. The restriction is not absolute; it is based on safety,

suitability, and compliance with BS EN 61439-4 and BS 7671 . Properly designed and tested boards with

industrial sockets provide safe, reusable, and efficient temporary power distribution on construction sites.

Where there is no company policy describing the situations above and employees are free to use socket-outlets

at will, RCDs,

Each sub-circuit can supply a maximum of 2 sockets with total load not exceeding 3000W. Appliances

requiring more than 16A must

In summary, not all socket-outlets should be protected by a 30 mA RCD. And doing so in some cases can be

distinctly unhelpful to

Ensure socket sits flush against wall surface Verify adequate wire management within pattress box

Post-Installation

After installation, electrical panels must be inspected and tested to verify compliance with BS 7671 and IEC

standards. The testing

Explore ACDC, South Africa''s largest wholesale electrical supplier and distributor. Visit us today to find

everything you need in one

Doing a standard electrical installation, even in places where foreigners may regularly be present is the

Plug sockets are made up of three main parts: A backbox (also called a pattress or mounting box) can be

recessed into a wall or

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert

tips for a

If you installed Docker 20.10 or later with RPM/DEB packages, you should have

dockerd-rootless-setuptool.sh in /usr/bin.

At least one receptacle, accessible at grade level and no more than 6.5'' above grade, shall be installed at the

front and back of a
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Mythbuster #10 "Event distribution boards with socket-outlets are not permitted for use on construction sites"

By: James Eade This

The number of points allowed off each type spur differ Non-fused spur can only have one twin socket or one

fixed

Bathrooms are divided into zones, these zones are known as bathroom zones. Sockets must be at least 3 meters

Switches, sockets, etc., should be installed in a flush or surface mounted box or in an especially designed

trunking system. All the

STILL SOME CONFUSION AROUND NEW COMPULSORY REGULATION FOR SOCKET OUTLETS

Feedback from

Web: https://millstraining.co.za
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