
Power Supply Regulations for Relay
Protection Devices

Article Overview

Relay protection devices in power systems are governed by international standards such as IEC 60255 and

IEEE C37 series, which define functional requirements, testing, and application guidelines to ensure

reliability, selectivity, and safety.

Key Standards and Regulations

IEC 60255 Series IEC 60255-1:2022 specifies common rules and requirements for measuring relays and

protection equipment, including distributed protection schemes, control, monitoring, and process interface

equipment. It ensures uniformity in testing, performance evaluation, and safety compliance for modern

technologies, including multifunctional and numerical relays . The broader IEC 60255-1xx series covers

functional standards for relays, including analog and digital inputs, binary outputs, and integration with IEC

61850 GOOSE messages, providing guidelines for relay selection, setting, commissioning, and operation .

IEEE Standards IEEE C37.234 provides guidance for protective relay applications, particularly for bus

protection, breaker failure protection, and centralized or decentralized substation protection schemes. It

addresses the impact of breaker locations, current sensing devices, and communication channels on relay

performance, ensuring reliability and coordination in complex power systems . IEEE C37.2 defines device

function numbers and descriptions for multifunction relays, ensuring clarity in relay documentation and

system integration .

Functional and Operational Requirements

Protective relays must meet essential attributes: reliability, selectivity, sensitivity, and speed. They are

designed to detect faults, isolate affected sections, and maintain system stability . Modern relays include

multifunctional capabilities, digital communication interfaces, and integration with supervisory control

systems. Proper coordination of relays and circuit breakers is critical to prevent cascading failures and ensure

safe operation .

Testing and Compliance

Standards require rigorous testing of relays for:

o Correct operation under fault conditions

o Response to analog and digital inputs

o Interfacing with control and monitoring systems

o Surge withstand capability and electromagnetic compatibility (EMC)

o Verification of relay settings and coordination with other protective devices 
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Special Considerations

o Distributed Energy Resources (DER) and Inverter-Based Resources (IBR): IEC standards now include

protection functions for DERs, ensuring safe integration into the grid .

o Station Batteries: DC power sources must be reliable to operate relays and circuit breakers during outages .

o Smart Grid Integration: Standards address digital communication, fault recording, and automatic reclosing to

enhance protection in modern grids .

Summary

Compliance with IEC 60255 and IEEE C37 series ensures that relay protection devices operate safely,

reliably, and efficiently. Engineers must consider functional requirements, testing protocols, coordination, and

integration with modern digital systems to maintain power system stability and protect critical infrastructure .

The continuity of the electrical power supply is very important to consumers especially in the industrial sector.

Protection relays are

Protective relays are the sensing and decision-making devices behind power system protection. They monitor

Protective relays are critical components in power systems, providing essential protection for various elements

such

High-performance protection Future-proof your power supply with protection relays and control for digital

Protective Relaying Principles and Applications The article provides an overview of protective relaying

principles and their

The crisis of traditional relay protection: A disruption of the technological paradigm Using the high

short-circuit currents and system

? Key learnings: Protective Relay Definition: A protective relay is an automatic device that senses abnormal

conditions

Design tests for relays, relay systems, and control devices used for protection and control of electric power

apparatus that relate to

Each Transmission Owner, Generator Owner and Distribution Provider shall have a documented PSMP in
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accordance with

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is currently working on a new series of standards that

covers the

This portion of our website covers almost everything related to protection system in power system including

standard

Traditionally, protective relays were electromechanical devices utilizing induction disk, coils, contacts, and

solenoid elements to

The next chapters of the book cover built-in digital protection relay power supplies, battery chargers,

accumulator batteries, uninter

Equipment that is purchased or ordered after 31st December 2017 shall comply with this document. This

document specifies the

Protection devices such as fuses and protective relays are widely used to identify and isolate faulty areas from

Power system stability means also ability to maintain acceptable voltage. Stability may be lost due to too long

clearing time of faults (
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