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Article Overview

Polarization-maintaining (PM) fibers based on ITU-T G.652 single-mode standards preserve light polarization

while supporting 1310 nm and 1550 nm transmission, suitable for high-precision optical applications.

G.652 Single-Mode Fiber Overview

G.652 is the most widely used single-mode optical fiber standard, originally developed by ITU-T in 1984 and

revised multiple times, most recently in 2024 . It is optimized for a zero-dispersion wavelength near 1310 nm

but can also operate efficiently at 1550 nm . The standard defines geometrical, mechanical, and transmission

attributes, including mode field diameter, cladding diameter, chromatic dispersion, macrobending loss, and

polarization mode dispersion (PMD), . G.652 fibers are categorized into subtypes A, B, C, and D, with

G.652.D being the most current, offering reduced water peak attenuation for full-spectrum operation,

including the 1383 nm range .

Polarization-Maintaining Fiber Principles

A polarization-maintaining (PM) fiber is a specialty optical fiber designed to preserve the linear polarization

of light launched into it . Unlike standard fibers, which exhibit uncontrolled polarization changes due to

birefringence, PM fibers have strong built-in birefringence. This is achieved through stress rods (PANDA or

bow-tie fibers), elliptical cores, or photonic crystal structures . The high birefringence creates a large

difference in propagation constants for orthogonal polarization modes, preventing significant power transfer

between them and maintaining the initial polarization state if aligned with one of the fiber's principal axes .

Applications and Advantages

PM fibers are critical in applications where stable polarization is essential, such as:

o Fiber-optic interferometers

o Fiber-optic gyroscopes

o High-precision fiber lasers and modulators

o Sensing solutions in accelerometers and navigation systems Using G.652.D PM fibers combines the benefits

of standard single-mode transmission with polarization stability, making them suitable for long-haul,

high-speed, and wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) systems.

Considerations for Deployment

When deploying PM G.652 fibers:
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o Ensure the input light polarization aligns with the fiber's principal axis.

o Account for attenuation, chromatic dispersion, and PMD as specified in ITU-T G.652 .

o PM fibers are more expensive and specialized than standard G.652 fibers, so they are typically used in

precision or high-performance optical systems rather than general telecom links. In summary, a Libyan ODM

polarization-maintaining fiber based on G.652.D would provide robust single-mode transmission with

preserved polarization, suitable for advanced optical networks, interferometric sensing, and high-precision

laser applications, while maintaining compatibility with standard 1310 nm and 1550 nm systems .

These tables are still available in the 2009 edition of ITU-T G.652 Recommendation. These optical fibres and

cables can be used for

Polarization-maintaining fibers and their applications are reviewed. The classification of high-birefringent

fibers and low-birefringent

In this article, the latest in FOC''s series covering specialty fibers and their fabrication, we discuss polarization

With excellent polarization maintenance and low loss transmission design, our fibers are suitable for a wide

range of applications,

Explore the latest advancements in fiber optic communication standards, including ITU-T

Fiber optic communication standards play a critical role in ensuring the compatibility, performance, and

scalability of

We explain how light polarization in a fiber can be manipulated. Also, we discuss how one can mitigate or

This document is Recommendation ITU-T G.652 which describes the characteristics of a single-mode optical

fiber and cable. It has

We investigated the long-term PMD behavior of a metropolitan G.652 fiber plant of a major Italian telecom

operator,

Polarization Maintaining Optical Fiber is a specialized type of single-mode fiber designed to preserve the

polarization

G.652 standard single-mode fiber (SSMF) is today considered as the most efficient solution to transport 40

Gbps and
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In ordinary axially symmetrical single-mode fibers, two mutually independent orthogonal HE11 modes can

propagate. In the

Due to the fact that fibers used in cable manufacturing have different polarization mode dispersion (PMD)

coefficients, PMD

A concatenated link usually includes a number of spliced factory lengths of optical fibre cable. The

requirements for

However, a particular attention is devoted to the general conception of current and next-generation optical

fiber
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