
How to fix gaps in cable trays

Article Overview

Gaps in cable trays should be covered using appropriate tray covers, spacers, or modular accessories to protect

cables, maintain airflow, and ensure system integrity.

Importance of Covering Gaps

Uncovered gaps in cable trays can expose cables to dust, chemical spills, mechanical damage, and vibration,

potentially leading to cable displacement or electrical hazards. Proper coverage also helps maintain

electromagnetic compatibility and prevents interference between power and data cables .

Methods to Cover Gaps

o Cable Tray Covers: Solid or ventilated covers can be installed over open sections of trays. Solid covers

provide maximum protection against debris and liquids, while ventilated covers allow airflow to prevent heat

buildup .

o Spacers and Internal Dividers: These accessories help maintain cable separation, prevent sagging, and add

structural rigidity to the tray system, especially in ladder-type trays .

o Modular Expansion Accessories: Elbow joints, junction boxes, drop-outs, risers, and expansion splices can

bridge gaps between tray sections or around obstacles without redesigning the entire system .

o Support Adjustments: Reducing the distance between tray supports (e.g., from 3 meters to 2-2.5 meters)

strengthens high-load regions and minimizes sagging, which indirectly helps cover gaps effectively .

Material Considerations

Choose tray covers and accessories compatible with the environment:

o Stainless steel or galvanized steel for corrosive or industrial settings

o FRP (Fiber Reinforced Plastic) for chemical facilities

o PVC or aluminum for indoor or light-duty applications 

Compliance and Safety

Ensure that all covers and accessories comply with NEC 392 fill rules and manufacturer specifications. Proper

coverage maintains ampacity, prevents overheating, and ensures safe cable management .

Best Practices

o Use covers that match the tray type (ladder, ventilated trough, solid-bottom)

o Maintain proper cable separation and bend radius
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o Inspect tray sections regularly for gaps or misalignment

o Utilize modular accessories for retrofitting or system expansion By implementing these methods, gaps in

cable trays can be effectively covered, enhancing cable protection, system reliability, and safety in both

industrial and commercial installations .

NEMA Standards Publication VE 2-2006 Cable Tray Installation Guidelines Published by: National Electrical

Manufacturers

All the cable trays and trunking covers shall be secured with proper clamps or screws fixed with supports.

Based on common findings during post-installation inspection and final acceptance, this article summarizes

Technical data on fiberglass cable tray thermal expansion, contraction, installation, and gap settings. Includes

tables and diagrams.

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers

and installers has been

Removal of these cables should only be carried out by a competent person. 5.3 On site repairs Where damage

to an existing cable

Welcome to our step-by-step guide on installing cable trays! In this video, we''ll explore the

Discover common cable management problems and how cable tray accessories effectively

A bare copper equipment grounding conductor should not be placed in an aluminum cable tray due to the

potential for electrolytic

Cable trays are not raceways, but they are treated as a structural component of a facility''s electrical system.

Cable trays are a part of

How can I prevent cable abrasion in wire cable trays? Use trays with rolled or smooth edges, apply edge

protection

This guide covers cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and associated supports

intended for the

Explore the essential cable tray support spacing requirements for safe and efficient
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Posted on: 30/04/2025 Regarding cable management, the fixing and mounting you choose for your cable trays

can make or break

Learn essential principles for wiring in cable trays. Our guide covers segregation, fill,

A technical checklist for cable tray placement and safety, based on ISO 9241-5 and BIFMA

Web: https://millstraining.co.za
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