
How to cover a cable tray 

Article Overview

Cable trays can be effectively covered using a variety of designs and materials to protect cables, ensure safety,

and comply with electrical codes.

Types of Cable Tray Covers

Cable tray covers come in multiple designs to suit different environments and functional needs:

o Dome-shaped (Hat) Covers: Ideal for outdoor or overhead trays, they deflect debris and accommodate

overfilled trays .

o Flat Covers: Common in corridors and data centers where space is limited and aesthetics matter .

o Peaked and Corrugated Covers: Provide structural reinforcement and are suitable for outdoor or

seismic-prone areas .

o Finned Covers: Enhance ventilation, often used in industrial control panels .

o Ventilated or Perforated Covers: Allow airflow for thermal management but may reduce EMI protection;

perforation should be under 6% for sensitive applications .

o Flanged or Hinged Covers: Improve sealing in clean environments and allow easy maintenance access .

Material Selection

The choice of material affects durability, corrosion resistance, and weight:

o Metal (Steel, Stainless Steel, Aluminum): Strong, durable, and suitable for heavy-duty or outdoor

applications; stainless steel resists corrosion in wet locations .

o Composite or Fiberglass (FRP): Lightweight, corrosion-resistant, and suitable for chemical or wastewater

environments .

o PVC: Flame-retardant and suitable for telecom tunnels; UV-stabilized PVC is required for outdoor use with

a minimum IP54 rating .

Installation and Safety Considerations

o Ensure covers comply with local codes such as NEC 392 and IEC 61537 .

o Snap-on covers for vertical trays should have dual-locking mechanisms meeting UL 1561 standards .

o Regular inspection is recommended: quarterly visual checks and annual load testing for covers supporting

more than 50 lb/ft2 .

o Consider environmental factors like moisture, chemical exposure, and traffic to select the appropriate cover

type .
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Practical Tips

o For high-traffic areas, prioritize safety and secure covers to prevent accidents .

o In outdoor or industrial settings, choose peaked, corrugated, or dome-shaped covers for structural integrity

and debris protection .

o For data centers or clean rooms, flanged or hinged covers improve sealing and maintenance efficiency .

o Material finishing, such as anodized aluminum or powder coating, can enhance corrosion resistance and

longevity . By carefully selecting the cover type, material, and installation method, you can protect cables,

maintain compliance, and improve the overall safety and aesthetics of your electrical system.

Cable tray is a structure for supporting and organizing cables. Usually, it has another section that encloses the

cables

ABB designs and manufactures cable tray systems, including perforated tray, cable ladder, channel tray and

strut (metal framing).

That is, it covers the top section of the cable tray. In this guide, you will learn about the different types of

cable covers

Communication Cables - types CMP, CMR, CMG, CM, CMX Fire Alarm Cables - type NPLF - NPLFP,

FPL-FPLP (CI) Type TC -

Explore various types of cable tray covers and learn how to choose the right one for your project. Improve

Grounding and bonding of cable trays There are three wiring options for providing an EGC in a cable tray

wiring

This method statement covers the site installation of the cable tray &amp; ladders and the requirements of

checks to be

MP Husky offers a wide variety of cable tray covers to provide protection for the cables contained within the

system from sunlight,

The best cable management organizers keep your cables neat and tidy, and sometimes

A cable tray system is used to support insulated electrical cables used for power distribution, control, and

communication. Cable

Fast installation with dependable support. Everything you need to build a cable management system, including
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Cablofil wire mesh

Protect your cables with Spina Group cable tray covers. Available for ladder and perforated trays in HDG,

stainless or aluminium --

CT Cable Tray 75-600mm width, 20mm side wall, 2.4m lengths, perforated bottom High Sided CT Cable

Tray Multiple width, height

A complete guide to cable tray cover types: Compare 9+ designs, material specifications (NEMA/IEC),

selection

NEC Article 392 explains cable trays, their components, appropriate wiring methods for

Explore cable tray cover types, materials &amp; standards to optimize safety and system ROI.

Web: https://millstraining.co.za
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