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Article Overview

Fiber optic cables are primarily classified as single-mode and multimode, but within these categories, there are
multiple subtypes and specialized fibers for different applications.

Primary Types

Single-mode fiber (SMF) has a small core diameter, typically around 8-10 micrometers, alowing only one
mode of light to propagate. This minimizes signal loss and dispersion, making it ideal for long-distance,
high-bandwidth applications such as telecom backbones and long-haul networks. Single-mode fibers are
further categorized into types like OS1 and OS2, which differ in attenuation and suitability for indoor or
outdoor use . Multimode fiber (MMF) has a larger core, usually 50-62.5 micrometers, alowing multiple light
modes to travel simultaneously. This makes multimode fiber suitable for short-distance, high-capacity
applications such as data centers and enterprise networks. Multimode fibers are also subdivided into OM1,
OM2, OM3, OM4, and OM5, which vary in bandwidth, core size, and laser compatibility .

Specialized Fiber Types
Beyond the basic single-mode and multimode categories, fiber optic cables can include:
o Armored fiber cables. Designed for harsh environments, providing extra protection against physical damage

o Plastic optical fiber (POF): Uses plastic cores for short-distance, low-cost applications.

o Wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) fibers. Optimized for carrying multiple wavelengths
simultaneously, often used in high-capacity networks .

o Indoor vs. outdoor fibers: Variants designed for specific installation environments, with differences in jacket
material, fire resistance, and UV protection .

Key Considerations

When selecting fiber optic cables, factors such as core size, transmission distance, light source (LED vs. laser),
and network requirements determine the appropriate type. While single-mode and multimode are the main
classifications, the subtypes and specialized fibers allow networks to be optimized for performance, cost, and
environmental conditions . In summary, fiber optic cables are not limited to just single-mode and multimode;
these are the primary categories, but each has multiple subtypes and specialized designs to meet diverse
networking needs.
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Singlemode Optical Fibre Generally called SMF, it is used for long distance communication. Singlemode fibre
cableisasingle stand

The three main types of fiber optic cable are single mode fiber, multimode fiber, and plastic

Initial Published: March 15, 2023 We have discussed the differences between single mode and multimode
fiber in the

Application Fiber Optic connectors and cables are present in nearly every communications project that we
might sell into, beit aDAS

Understanding the differences between single-mode and multimode fiber optic cables is essential for making
informed

The two main types of optical fiber cables are single-mode fiber (SMF) and multimode fiber (MMF). Whereas
hair-thin

L earn the differences between multimode (OM1-OM5) and single mode (OS1-OS2) fiber optic cables--speed,

Single Mode vs Multimode Fiber: What"s the Difference? For a clearer comparison, the following sections
examine the

Discover HFCL"s latest blogs and insights on optical fiber technology, 5G, sustainable innovations, and
broadband trends. Stay

Discover fiber optic cable types, including single-mode (OS1, OS2) and multimode (OM1, OM2, OM3, OM4,
OMb),

Our comprehensive guide to types of fiber optic cables. Learn all about the differences between single mode
and multimode cables,

Two Types of Fiber Optic Cable Fiber optic cables fall into two main categories: single-mode

Explore the differences between OS1, OS2 (single-mode) and OM1, OM2, OM3, OM4, OM5 (multimode)
fibers. Learn

There are two main types of fiber optic cables: single mode and multimode. Although they can do the same
jobin
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A single-mode fiber cable uses a core with a diameter that is one-fifth that of a multimode fiber cable. It usesa
laser

How do you choose between single mode and multimode fiber? Compare their differences in core size, light
source,
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